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Lengths of plays
Play Number of Lines

Comedy of Errors 1,868

Midsummer Night’s Dream 2,098

Two Gentlemen of Verona 2,235

The Tempest 2,204

Pericles 2,247

Macbeth 2,460

Twelfth Night 2,364

Timon of Athens 2,512

Titus Andronicus 2,575

Much Ado About Nothing 2,509

Merry Wives of Windsor 2,625

Julius Caesar 2,665

Taming of the Shrew 2,523

King John 2,640

Merchant of Venice 2,560

As You Like It 2,697

1 Henry 6 2,702

Love’s Labor’s Lost 2,620

Richard 2 2,803

Measure for Measure 2,788

All’s Well that Ends Well 3,687

3 Henry 6 2,928

1 Henry 4 3,041

Romeo and Juliet 3,057

2 Henry 6 3,125

Play Number of Lines

Henry 5 3,227

Henry 8 3,239

2 Henry 4 3,255

The Winter’s Tale 3,532

Troilus and Cressida 3,291

King Lear 3,277

Othello 3,560

Antony and Cleopatra 3,573

Richard 3 3,718

Cymbeline 3,753

Coriolanus 3,824

Hamlet 4,030

Line numbers of the plays are always imprecise 
because the widths of the lines and margins, plus 
the way an editor counts the lines (does a shared 
line count as one or two?) can change the total 
number in every edition. This list is just to give 
you a general idea. 


